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PROFANATION OF THE SABBATH. 


NenemtaH xiii. 17, 18.— Then I contended with-the nobles of Judah, 
and said unto them, What evil thing is this that ye do, and pro- 
fane the Sabbath day? Did not your fathers thus, and did not our 
God bring all this evil upon us and upon this city? Yet ye bri 
more wrath upon Israel, by profaning the Sabbath. ; 


AumostT a century had elapsed, after the decree of Cyrus authori- 
zing the captive Jews in Babylon to return to Jerusalem, when 
Nehemiah was commissioned by Artaxerxes to preside as governor 
over their civil concerns ; and, during all this time, so feeble were 
their resources, and so many were the difficulties and enemies against 
which they struggled, that even the walls of the city were but very 
partially rebuilt. By the blessing of God on his administration, their 
affairs soon assumed a brighter aspect. 'The walls were completed, 
their enemies were overawed, civil and ecclesiastical order was 
restored, and the people were rejoicing in their safe and prosperous re- 
establishment in their native Zion. Still, events soon showed how 
important to a community may be the presence of a single man of 
wisdom and firmness. After twelve years’ residence in Jerusalem, 
Nehemiah had occasion to be absent for a short time at the Persian 
court ; and almost immediately, as it would seem, disorder ensued. 
Among other irregularities, profanation of the Sabbath became fre- 
quent and flagrant. ‘The husbandmen trod their wine-presses and 
brought in their corn; the carriers loaded their asses with wine, 


grapes, figs, and all manner of burdens; and the market-men of Tyre 
Vol. XIII. No. 4. 4 
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brought fish and all kinds of wares and sold them to the people, on 
that holy day. Such, he was pained to see on his return, were the 
consequences of a lax administration ; and he immediately applied 
the proper remedy. He first went to the nobles of Judah and remon- 
strated with them on the subject; charged them directly with the 
sin, because, though it was committed by others, this was done by 
their connivance ; reminded them of the judgments of God upon the 
nation, from which they were scarcely delivered, for this very thing; 
and warned them that they were bringing down more wrath upon 
Israel. He also directly exerted his own authority to restrain the 
evil, and associated others with him. His exertions seem to have 
been successful ; and the good effects, we have reason to believe, 
were lasting ; for, in after ages, the Jews, as is well known, were ex- 
act, even to superstition, in the observation of the Sabbath. 


This part of sacred history has been suggested to me by the pro- 
fanations of the Sabbath which have lately become so frequent and 
bold among ourselves. I refer more particularly to the heavy-loaded 
Wagons and other vehicles, which are driven along our streets almost 
every Sabbath, and at almost every hour of the day. Ido not know 
that this form of Sabbath-breaking is in reality more common among 
us, or more flagrant, than some others ; .but.it is more open to obser- 
vation, and on that account, more shocking. It moved the spirit of 
Nehemiah, not so much that the men of Tyre sold their fish and 
wares on the Sabbath, which, in consideration of their being heathen, 
they might be expected to do, as that they sold them “to the men of 
Judah,” the visible worshippers of God, and “ in Jerusalem,” the seat 
of his worship ; coming up to the very threshold of his house with 
their merchandise, as if in contempt of his presence and authority. 
So, it seems to me, our spirits ought to be moved to witness such 
profanations of the Sabbath, as those to which I have referred you in 
this professedly Christian country; and, to be more particular, in 
New England and among the descendants of the puritans ; around 
the graves of those venerable men who so much reverenced the Sab- 
bath, and along the precincts of these sanctuaries of God, where they 
taught their children to assemble with them for his worship. 


But we have a more serious concern in this matter than merely to 
vent our indignation against “the men of Tyre.” Our first and 
main concern is to see that our own garments are clean. Nor is it 
sufficient that our habits, in respect to our personal observation of the 
Sabbath, are correct. In this respect the nobles of Judah, for aught 
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that appears, were without fault. Yet Nehemiah did not hesitate to 
charge them with the guilt of the profanations which they witnessed. 
«“ What evil thing is this that ye do,” said he, “and profane the Sab- 
bath day ?” He said this on the assumption that they had the power 
to prevent the sin, and were answerable for the consequences of their 
neglect; and by this means, he said, they were not only incurring 
guilt on themselves, but were bringing wrath upon the city. Did not 
our fathers thus, and did not our God bring all this evil upon us, 
and upon this city? yet ye bring more wrath upon Israel by pro- 
faning the Sabbath. Hence I derive the sentiment, that, 


MEN OF AUTHORITY AND INFLUENCE INCUR GREAT GUILT, AND ; . 
BRING WRATH UPON THE COMMUNITY, BY CONNIVING AT PROFA- 
NATIONS OF THE SABBATH. 


) I say men of authority and influence, because, in all countries, and 

. . Ld 
) more especially under a free government like ours, where the people 
, are the source of power, men in authority can do but little unsupported 
by men of influence. As men of all classes have their share-of iff- 
fluence, the responsibility rests, in a measure, upon all. With us, the 
common people, in respect to legislative power and moral responsi- 


, aa bility as attached to that power, are “the nobles.” At the same time, 
7 it is manifest that, by whatever means the influence of individuals is 
increased, their responsibility also is enhanced. Therefore I speak 


being together and especially concerned in this matter; and they 
connive at the sin, when they forbear to do what they can to prevent 
or restrain it ;—men of authority, when they forbear to exert their 
official power for this purpose ; and men of influence, though not 
clothed with authority, when they forbear to exert that influence in 
such ways as belong to their sphere. And that in so doing, they in- 
cur great guilt before God and bring wrath upon the community, may 
appear from such considerations as the following : 


of men of authority, and men of influence by whatever cause, as 
: 
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1. Profanation of the Sabbathis a great sin. "The Sabbath is a 
divine institution. At the creation, “God blessed the seventh day 
and sanctified it,” because that in it he rested from all his work which 
he created and made; thus, by his express appointment, setting it 
apart from a common to a sacred use. This appointment he con- 
firmed and reuewed at Mount Sinai, saying, “ Remember the Sab- 
bath-day to keep it holy ;” thus, in the terms of the enactment, re- 
ferring us to the institution at the creation. As a further proof of its 
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universal obligation, our Saviour, by the authority vested by him in 
his apostles, added his sanction to the appointment, and made it a 
law of his kingdom after the obligation of the Jewish ritual had 
ceased, with only the circumstantial change of the first instead of the 
seventh in the series, as the day of rest, in commemoration of his 
resurrection. 


Not only is the Sabbath ordained by the authority of God, but it is 
consecrated peculiarly to his service. He claims it as being especially 
his own. The seventh day, he declares, is the “Sabbath of the Lord 
thy God.” So also, by apostolical authority, we are instructed to 
call the Christian Sabbath, “the Lord’s day.” Every day is his, as 
it is allotted to us of his goodness, and should be spent in obedience 
to his will; but this is the day which he has consecrated to services 
of which himself is more directly the object ;—to the study of his 
character and will; to the exercises of his worship and the publish- 
ing of his name; to services in which peculiarly he is honored, and 
his people rejoice in him and are sanctified in conformity to his holi- 
fess. ‘If thou shalt call the Sabbath a delight and the holy of the 
Lord honorable, and shalt honor him, not doing thine own ways, nor 
finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words,” declares 
at once the design and end of the institution, and the manner in 
which it should be observed. In this manner, and for this end, ac- 
cordingly, the day has actually been observed in all ages of the world, 
and under every form of dispensation, Patriarchal, Mosaical, and 
Christian ; has been eminently their day of joy and blessedness ; and 
the means of their preparation for eternal rest in heaven. Wantonly 
to profane it, is, therefore, open contempt of God; contempt of his 
authority and his worship; of his power and glory as our Creator, 
and of his condescension and grace as our Redeemer ; of the riches 
of his mercy in inviting us to draw near to him; and of the exam- 
ple and persuasions of his people, calling us, with one consent and 
from age to age, to seek his face and glorify his name. 


This is not a sin of ignorance. Those who commit it know 
what they do. There may indeed be a few men who seriously dis- 
believe in the moral obligation of the Sabbath, and others are blinded 
by custom in regard to the guilt of certain common violations of it; 
but it is undeniable that the great mass of those who are seen trav- 
elling on the high road Sabbath-days as on other days, for business or 
pleasure, or driving their boats and cars along our canals and rail- 
ways, or loading and unloading vessels, fishing, hunting, and in other 
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forms innumerable, “doing their own ways and finding their own 
pleasure” on this holy day, know full well that they are sinning against 
God. ‘They sin presumptuously. They deliberately and with de- 
termined purpose, pursue their business and pleasure, notwithstanding 
the known prohibition of their God. This is to incur guilt at a fear- 
ful rate. “The soul that doeth aught presumptuously,” it is written 
in the law, “the same reproacheth the Lord ; and that soul shall be 
cut off from among the people. Because he Rath despised the word | 
of the Lord, and hath broken his covenant, that soul shall be utterly — 
cut off, his iniquity shall be upon him.” And it is worthy of con- 
sideration, that the example introduced to illustrate this law, is that 
of a Sabbath-breaker: “ And while the children of Israel were in the 
wilderness,” (it is immediately subjoined to the law, as the form of ext 
pression intimates that the record respects a former transaction, and ig 
here introduced, as I have said, for the sake of illustration,) “ they found 
a man that gathered sticks upon the Sabbath-day.” And it was of no 
consequence, as to the point in hand, whether he was gathering sticks 
or firing a town. The capital circumstance was, that he was sinning 
presumptuously; and perhaps he took occasion, from the trifling na- 
ture of the deed, in itself alone considered, to presume on impunity, 
in contempt of the authority of God. “And they that found him 
gathering sticks, brought him unto Moses and Aaron, and unto all 
the congregation. And they put him in ward, because it was not 
declared what should be done to him.” ‘The law respecting pre- 
sumptuous sins was not at that time ordained. “And the Lord said 
unto Moses, the man shall surely be put to death: all the congrega- 
tion shall stone him with stones without the camp.” Now under. the 
Gospel we have no such penalty. But we live under the adminis- 
tration of the same God. And can it be supposed that He who or- 
dained this penalty under the law, will have no solemn reckoning 
with those who knowingly and with determined purpose, are guilty 
of the numberless and nameless forms of profaning the Sabbath which 
are common at this day? Was it worse for a man under the dark 
dispensation of Moses, to gather sticks on the Sabbath, than it is now, 
under the light of the Gospel, for men to make the resurrection-day 
of Christ, a day of business and pastime? ‘The sin of Sabbath-break- 
ing is a great sin. 


Not only does this sin involve contempt of God, but it is also an 
outrage on the rights of men. In most Christian States, there are 
laws for the protection of society against it, which, at least in its more 
gross and public forms, it tramples under foot. It thus directly opens 
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the door to universal licentiousness ; enfeebles the laws of society 
generally, and more especially laws framed for the restraint of im- 
piety and immorality. Apart from this, it tends more directly to de- 
stroy our best blessing, and blot out our dearest hopes. ‘The known 
propensities of men, and the experience of ages, prove that the Sab- 
bath is necessary to the perpetuation of true religion in the world, 
Without the Sabbath, the public worship of God could not be main- 
tained ; and without public worship, domestic and private worship 
would not long, and by any considerable number, be continued. The 
business and scenes of the world, crowding on the senses day after 
day, with nothing to summon the mind strongly to the consideration 
of the things of God and eternity, could not fail to supplant all reali- 
zing faith and living religion in the minds of men. This is. the ef- 
fect in vast numbers among us now, notwithstanding the Sabbath, 
and the constant recurrence of the public exercises of religion. What 
then would remain to hinder the same effect, or to repair the evil, 
were it once to proceed so far as to procure a general desecration of 
the Sabbath, and shut up the doors of the sanctuary? The conse- 
quence, probably, would not be paganism ; for a people once blessed 
with the Gospel would be too enlightened to adopt such absurdities ; 
and certaiuly a people that should have cast off the mild yoke of the 
Gospel, would never submit to such heavy exactions ; but it would 
be downright infidelity—blank atheism—a dereliction of all sense of 
accountableness—all fear of judgment—all sense of a future being. 
Whatever importance, then, is in Christianity ; whatever sanctifying 
influence, moral restraint, or supporting hope ; whatever comfort to 
the afflicted, or peace to the dying; whatever blessings pertaining to 
this life, or glory in the life to come ; of such importance is the Sab- 
bath with its ordinances, on which all these are dependent, and pro- 
portionable is the evil of profaning it. Whatever evil there would be 
in blotting Christianity from the world, stopping the succession of 
redeemed souls, consigning future generations to universal ignorance 
of the gospel or reigning unbelief, and turning the whole tide of hu- 
man population down the broad way to eternal death ;—that is the 
evil which Sabbath-breaking tends to produce; for were it universal, 
this would be the result. 


There is another view of this subject, which, though I cannot pre- 
sent it in detail, I would here suggest. There are those who, while 
they think lightly of religion, profess highly to value our free institu- 
tions. They boast of liberty, and of the sciences, the arts, the enter- 
prize, the universal education of the people, and the general prosperity 
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and happiness which they claim to be its fruits. And what isliberty ? 
It is the unrestrieted enjoyment of our rights, so far as this is con- 
sistent with the well-being of society. ‘Those who are deprived of 
these, whether"by @ single despot or a lawless multitude, are en- 
thralled. If I may not eat the fruit of my labor, or dwell quietly in 
my own domicil ; if I may not speak my own thoughts, or follow 
the dictates of my own conscience, what matters it whether I am 
prevented by the arm of government and the terror of the inquisition, 
or by the fear of an assassin and the threatsof a mob? What liber- 
ty, then, can there be among depraved men, without law to restrain 
their appetites and passions? or what efficacy can there be in law, 
without a corresponding moral sentiment in the community to sustain 
it? or what efficacious moral sentiment without religion? or what 
religion without the Sabbath? It is demonstrable that the Sabbath 
is no less indispensable to our privileges and hopes as a free people, 
than it is to all the blessings and immunities which pertain to us as 
heirs of eternity and accountable subjects of God. 


Turn your eyes on those immense regions of the earth where the 
Sabbath is unknown, and what do you find the moral, social, and 
civil condition of men there? Shrouded with ignorance and besot- 
ted with sin, man there loses his rational character, prostrates himself 
before beasts and reptiles, stocks and stones; and is “filled with un- 
righteousness, covetousness, envy, murder, deceit, malignity ; without 
understanding, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful ;” a 
slave to an arbitrary despot ; a slave to a superstitious priesthood ; a 
slave to his own vile lusts. But see, over this miserable waste, here 
and there, verdant spots, fresh with the beauties of holiness, where 
intelligence, and social virtue, and domestic union, and civil order, 
and evangelical obedience, communion and hope, are beginning to 
appear. ‘These have all been redeemed from the wide-spread ruin, 
by means of the Gospel and its institutions ; and, among these insti- 
tutions, by the Sabbath especially. No sooner did the missionaries of 
the cross plant themselves there, than they began the celebration of 
the resurrection-day of the Lord. When any of the heathen began 
to listen to their report, they tanght them the nature and design of 
the day, and associated them with themselves in its solemnities; and. 
by the divine blessing on the observance of it, the wonderful trans- 
formation has been accomplished. Hence, their schools, and colleges, 


and sanctuaries, and seats of justice, and other blessings of civilized 
and Christian life. 
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See also those portions of the world where the Sabbath was once 
hallowed, but is now abandoned or given up to pastime. There, in- 
deed, having once exposed the horrors of paganism, it has precluded 
the restoration of them in their naked forms. Still the desecration of 
the day has been followed by a degeneracy scarcely less deplorable. 
The body of the people are either sunk in intellectual and moral de- 
gradation, as in Asia, or they are corrupted by an infidel rationalism, 
or a more absolute atheism, as in parts of continental Europe. The 
knowledge of God, the faith of the cross, the sense of accountable- 
ness, the expectation of eternal judgment, are, for the most part, 
excluded ; and without these, men are either held together by the 
strong hand of despotism, or they are abandoned to whatever intrigue, 
rapine, or violence, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the 
pride of life, may prompt them to. So far as this is not the case, it 
is prevented chiefly by what remains of a religious observation of the 
Sabbath amongthem. Without the Sabbath, the security, the confi- 
dence, the harmony, the order, the intelligence, and the civil freedom, 
which are so important to the happiness of life, are not to be enjoyed 
in this fallen world ; and God, in the mean time, is neither sought 
nor found; immortality is neither an object of hope nor of dread. 
None ask for mercy, nor obtain it. Together they tread the down- 
ward road, and generation after generation goes down to the cham- 
bers of death. 


Thanks be to God that with us, and a multitude beside, the case 
is different. On us, of his abundant mercy, the Sabbath shines with 
its heavenly light. Often as the week returns, it calls us away from 
the cares and bustle of life, with still small voice, to the house of 
God. There we are taught to seek and serve our glorious Creator 
and Redeemer. ‘There on the mercy seat he is inclined to listen to 
our petitions, receive our praise, accept our repentance, and forgive 
our sins. There he dispenses those glorious truths which form such 
as receive them to those kind dispositions, those sober habits, those 
principles of integrity and faithfulness, and that sense of accountable- 
ness to God, which unite men in an orderly and happy society ; and 
which, at the same time, bring them to that peace with God, that 
conformity to his holiness, and that hope of glory, which alone can 
comfort them under the evils of life, sustain them in the hour of 
death, and prepare them for a blessed immortality. What then are 
those doing, whose conduct and example go to take from us and from 
the world these blessings? With what abundant reason might we 
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remonstrate with such in the language of Nehemiah, and say, “ What 
evil thing is this that ye do, and profane the Sabbath day ?” 


2. Civil laws to protect the Sabbath from open violation, are just 
and proper.—Besides the moral law graven on stones, and given to 
the congregation of Israel, in common with others, as the universal 
law of Jehovah’s kingdom, there was a national code appropriated to 
them as his peculiar people ; and in this we find the law of the Sab- 
bath incorporated and enforced by civil penalties. On this ground it 
was that Nehemiah went to the magistrates of Jerusalem and charged 
them with guilt in forbearing to exercisé the authority which God 
had vested in them to restrain profanations of the day. Equally in- 
cumbent is it on every other community, which has authority over 
its own members, whether it be a family or an empire, to protect the 
Sabbath from desecration. 'The fourth commandment directly en- 
joins this upon the head of a family. Its terms are, “in it thou shalt” 
not do any work, neither thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor 
thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor the stran- 
ger that is within thy gates.” By parity of reason, the same obliga- 
tion rests upon the heads of families collectively, who compose a state 
or nation, so far as the power of making and executing the laws is 
in their hands; and in governments where this power is not vested in 
them, the obligation rests on those to whom the power belongs. Itis 
not optional with them whether or not they shall throw the shield of 
law around the day which God has sanctified; but so long as the 
fourth commandment shall remain, he will hold them accountable for 
this, in respect to all those, whether citizens or strangers, who are 
within their gates. 


Nor is there any thing in ‘this unjust, or aside from the proper 
scope of the laws of society. To enforce a spiritual observation of 
the Sabbath is not, indeed, the province of civil authority. With 
duties appropriately religious, it has no direct concern. These it 
must leave to the higher authority of God, and the conscience of 
every individual. But to protect those who are disposed religiously 
to observe the Sabbath, in the peaceful enjoyment of the privilege, is 
no less just and proper, than it is to protect them in the enjoyment 
of any other right or privilege. No right can be more sacred—no 
privilege dearer, in their view, than this; because it takes hold di- 
rectly of their highest—their everlasting interests ; and nothing short 
of absolute prohibition can be more incompatible with their enjoy- 
ment of it; nothing a greater outrage on their feelings and their 
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peace, than an unrestrained desecration of the day. They, too, are 
the mass of the comrhunity. The great majority, at least in this ne- 
tion, profess to be a Christian people. 'Thowgh there are individuals 
in almost every part of it, who avow their disbelief of Christianity, 
and their disrespect for the Sabbath, they are few in the comparison. 
Ninety-nine hundredths probably would consider a general disregard 
of the Sabbath destructive to their best interests. Such being the 
fact, to require that no laws for the protection of the Sabbath be made, 
or that, having been made, they be a dead letter ; to require that the 
mass of our citizens yield to the few, and be governed by their 
wishes, is a position which, on any other subject of legislation, would 
not, for a moment, be tolerated. ‘There is nothing unjust in those 
laws. They are no more of an infringement on any man’s liberty 
than are hundreds of other lawsin every well-regulated community in 
which the few are required so to conduct their personal concerns as 
not to interfere with the interests of the many. 


Further: If there is any truth in the observations which I have 
before made, we owe it not only to the authority of God, and to the 
individuals who reverence the Sabbath, but to society itself, to see 
that no servile work be done on the Sabbath, and consequently no 
other public violations of it. 'There is no important interest of socie- 
ty, taken as a whole, which is not promoted by the Sabbath. Those 
who spurn at its requisitions, are yet sharers with others in its bene- 
fits ;—in the good resulting from industry and sobriety; the intelli- 
gence and kind feelings ; the civility and good morals; the institu- 
tions of learning and administration of justice; the security of per- 
sons and property ; as these are promoted by a religious observation 
of the Sabbath. Indeed the very frame-work of society among our- 
selves depends very much on the Sabbath. Our government could 
not long be sustained without it. It depends, as all agree, on the vir- 
tue of the people. But that virtue has its foundation in the Christian 
religion ; and this requires for its inculcation and efficacious influ- 
ence on the mass of the people, their joint observation of the Sabbath. 
A despotic government may be sustained by the vigor of the arm 
that wields it; but a free government—a government founded in 
the will of the people—when once the people have cast off the ge- 
vernment of God, is dissolved. A free government, where the mass 
of the people are Atheists or Infidels, the world never has, and never 
will have,seen. In every view, then, laws for the protection of the 
Sabbath are just and right. They are according to the will of God. 
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Théy belong to the province of civil society. They are necessary 
to its vital interests. 


3. For a due execution of these laws, men, clothed with the au- 
thority and the influence to do this, are answerable to God, and in- 
cur great guilt by neglecting it. t is but too little considered, that 
rulers are accountable to God for their official as well as their pri- 
vate conduct. Receiving their appointment by the voice of the peo- 
ple, they are apt to consider themselves accountable to the people 
alone; satisfied to have subserved their pleasure, and received the 
reward of their approbation. But are they not also ministers of God ; 
and as such, accountable to him for a faithful discharge of the duties 
of their office? Is it not by the appointment of God that, whether 
by the voice of the people or in any other way, one man has the 
power to coerce the will, and compel the subjection of his equals ? and 
is it not by his Providence, as presiding over all human affairs, that 
one man receives this power rather than another? and having re- 
ceived it, for what can he be reasonably supposed to be accountable, 
if not for his conduct in so important and solemn a betrustment? Is 
the sentinel of an army, who neglects to give warning of an ap- 
proaching enemy, justly considered answerable for the slain? 
Though he may not have desired the evil day, yet becoming a guilty 
cause, must he die, as though he were the immediate perpetrator ? 
And shall not ministers of God, ordained by him in the constitution 
of society, for the punishment of evil, be answerable to him for the 
consequences of their unfaithfulness? On this ground it was, that 
Nehemiah charged on the nobles of Judah the profanation of the 
Sabbath, which they forbore to restrain ; and on the same principles, 
the officers of government now, both those who are appointed to 
make presentment of such breaches of law as come to their knowl- 
edge, and those who are sworn duly to prosecute such as are present- 
ed, take upon themselves the guilt of all the Sabbath-breaking which 
they tolerate; and should the consequence, at a future day, be the 
prevalence of irreligion, the prostration of law, the undermining of 
our best institutions, and the ruin of unnumbered souls, they, with 
others, must bear their burden ; and certainly it cannot fail to be 
one, which, if repentance do not prevent, will sink them in woes un- 
fathomable. 


Ihave said nothing of their oficial oaths. The fact of their be- 
ing clothed with office, binds them. to discharge its duties. Irrespec- 
tive of their oaths, they cannot neglect the duties prescribed without 
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guilt. Nor can they avoid it by turning away their eyes from trans- 
gression, and saying, “ Behold, we know it not.” But how much 
greater must their guilt be, when to the sin of unfaithfulness is 
added the sin of perjury! ‘The voice of wisdom cries, “I counsel 
thee to keep the king’s commandment, and that in regard of the oath 
of God.” 


It is, 1 know, extensively felt and said, that Jaws for the protection 
of the Sabbath must be given up to the will of their enemies ; that 
the times are gone by in which they might be executed; that public 
sentiment now would not allow it. If it be so, clear it is, that such 
laws ought not to exist. So long as they remain, I see not how any 
informing officer can answer it to his conscience to forbear present- 
ing the violations of them which he sees; at least, until he have 
made full proof that, go where he may, his complaints would be un- 
heard. It is indeed a hard lot with the ministers of justice, when 
public sentiment is really and firmly set against the execution of the 
laws ; when society, having made the laws, appointed the men to 
execute them, and bound them, by their oaths, to all due fidelity, 
adandons them if they oppose the will of the lawless; when the 
wealthy and the powerful, unless they desist, join to reproach and 
persecute them; and the people collectively give them no protection 
or redress. In this case, the responsibility is transferred from the 
ruler to the people, and therefore I have said that men of influence, 
as well as men of authority, incur great guilt, when they connive 
at profanations of the Sabbath: and if there is a people under heaven 
to which the ancient warning may pertinently be addressed—* If ye 
will not hearken unto me to hallow the Sabbath day, then will I 
kindle a fire in the gates of Jerusalem, and it shall devour the pala- 
ces thereof, and it shall not be quenched,” I know not where it shall 
be found, unless it be the people which has itself the legislative 
power, and selects, at its own will, the guardians of the laws. 


But let not the friends of the Sabbath hastily throw off the sense 
of responsibility. Although in some places it were vain to attempt 
. its protection by the civil arm, it may not be so in all; and in those 
where the attempt might have been vain in times past, we have no 
warrant to act on the presumption, without palpable evidence, that it 
would be so now. Public sentiment may have changed. Evils 
which had excited no considerable alarm, some times at last rouse 
the feelings of the community against them; and sometimes there is 
a concurrence of favorable influences to strengthen the hands of the 





PROFANATION OF THE SABBATH. 


just. How extensive and glorious, for a number of years, have been 
the effusions of grace in our country! And shall these not be felt in 
the work of arresting the tide of irreligion that is sweeping over it ? 
When the enemy cometh in like a flood, is it not the office of the 
spirit of the Lord to lift up a standard against him? In how many 
towns and villages there are hundreds of individuals—many of them 
heads of families, and all of them constituting the great majority of 
intelligence and influence—under the oath of the Christian profession 
to sustain, at all hazards, and by all means, the institutions of Christ ; 
to stand by the friends of his cause; and to bear their burdens ! 
There are many, besides, whose attachment to the Sabbath, and whose 
sense of the importance of preserving its sacredness in the communi- 
ty, are no less to be doubted. And shall a few lawless men, in re- 
sistance of such a body of influence, wrest the sword of justice from 
the hand of God’s ministers? Surely the civil guardians of our sa- 
cred institutions, might be made to feel, that in a faithful discharge of 
their duty, they would have nothing to fear; and if, by our neglect 
of giving them assurance of this, our Sabbaths shall be given up to 
desecration, how shall we answer for it to those men whom yet we 
bring under obligation at the peril of their souls, faithfully to execute 
the laws? How shall we answer for it to our children and children’s 
children, exposed to the seduction of lawless impiety? How shall 
we answer for it to God, when the sins of a degenerate people through 
successive generations, shall be traced to our supineness, and the 
time of vengeance shall have come ? 


My brethren, you see with every passing year the increasing bold- 
ness with which the Sabbath is profaned. You know how that, 
along all the great thoroughfares of our country, in most of our large 
cities, and many other parts of the land, the very appearance of sacred 
rest is almost gone, and tens of thousands of immortal beings there, 
coachmen, boatmen, tavernmen, and tenders, are as really strangers 
to the blessings of the Sabbath, as the heathens themselves. You 
cannot be ignorant that the tide of licentiotisness that is sweeping 
over the country, is setting in upon its most favored portions, so that, 
from the one end of it to the other, the boldest despiser of the day of 
God scarcely fears the restraint of law, or the voice of rebuke. We 
are fast becoming an apostate people. The great interest is a world- 
ly interest. ‘The supreme deity is mammon. ‘To this, the author- 
ity of God, the sacredness of the Sabbath, piety, justice, mercy, must 
bow. ‘The sighing of the captive, the groans of the exile, the peti- 
tions of tens of thousands that the Sabbath may no longer be pro- 
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faned by governmental acts, are lighter than vainty, counterpoised 
against the great interests of this great nation. What will be the 
end of these things? Is there not a voice coming to us from the in- 
sulted Majesty of heaven, and demanding, by all our regard for his 
honor, and all our attachment to the best blessings conferred on any 
people, “ Who will rise up for me against the evil doers? who will 
stand up for me against the workers of iniquity ?” 


In conclusion, may I not say more particularly to you, my Chris- 
tian brethren, “Stand in the ways and see; ask for the old paths, 
where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for 
your souls.” After the example of those venerated ancestors, whom 
you regard as now sleeping in Jesus, be strict and conscientious ob- 
servers of the Sabbath. Have all your worldly business done when 
the Sabbath begins, and rest till the Sabbath ends. As far as prac- 
ticable, have your domestic cares disposed of beforehand, and your 
whole domestic economy arranged, to allow the most time possible to 
be employed by yourselves and all under your care, in spiritual en- 
gagements. Avoid unnecessary worldly conversation and secular 
reading on this holy day, and summon the energies of your souls to 
its appropriate services, public, domestic and private, in their delight- 
ful order and mutual subserviency. When abroad, keep the day, as 
far as circumstances allow, in the same manner as at home. Give 
no countenance to the desecration of it by your example, wherever 
you may be, and whatever may ‘be the expense or the self-denial 
which your dissent may require. Only by a strict, consistent and 
uniform observance of it,can you expect, according to the divine 
promise, “to delight yourselves in the Lord.” Dividing the day be- 
tween the services of religion and a conformity to this world, you will 
enjoy neither, and never know where to draw the line of separation. 
Perpetually will you find yourselves wandering from duty, according 
to your own estimation of it; one step will insensibly lead you on to 
others still farther from spirituality ; your conscience will be bur- 
dened ; your confidence toward God destroyed ; and your hearts un- 
fitted for those impressions of truth, and those divine contemplations, 
feelings, purposes and enjoyments, for which the day is consecrated. 
Only by a strict and uniform observance of it, will your example 
show that you fear God; or tell in the consciences of men around 
you ; or qualify you with success to rally around the laws of socie- 
ty, in defence of this palladium of our liberties and. institutions. I 
beseech you, brethren, in this particular, walk worthy of your voca- 
tion. Do this, and you may perhaps find it to have a bearing upon 
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your personal enjoyment and salvation, of which you are not now 
fully aware; and an influence in forming your families, in blessing 
society around you, and in arresting the judgments of God froma 
sinful nation, yet more important. 


Fathers and Mothers—As you desire your children to be virtuous 
and happy in this world, and blessed forever, “ Remember;” and teach 
them to “ Remember the’ Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” Exceedingly 
to de desired, for their sakes as well as your own, is that universal 
stillness and repose during Sabbath hours, which so sweetly invite to 
spiritual contemplations and employments, and which the laws of 
society alone can secure. Butif this may not be, if the Sabbath is to 
be abandoned of the protection of law, and the restraints of custom 
and public sentiment are to lose their force; if men, respected as 
neighbors and citizens, are to be seen all around boldly profaning the 
day, when interest or pleasure calls, the more indispensable is it that 
you forewarn your children against the day of temptation. In these 
circumstances, if they are trained only toa lax and accommodating 
observance of the Sabbath, what can you expect but that they will 
gradually wear away what sense of its sacredness they have, and 
mingle with the worldly throng in relinquishing forever the exalted 
and immortal blessings which it was designed to convey. For their 
sakes, I beseech you, ‘‘ Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.” 
Let your example be such that, when you have gone down to the 
grave, it may live in their recollection as a perpetual and persuasive 
admonition. Nor fail to employ these silent and sacred hours in di- 
recting their minds to those divine truths, on their knowledge and liv- 
ing sense of which their present and everlasting peace depends. I 
would, as far as possible, prevent their deeming the services of the 
day a yoke of bondage. I would prevent in their minds, every as- 
sociation of heaviness and painful restraint, with the day that God 
has blessed. I would endeavor so to engage them in employments 
rational, improving, and entertaining, as well as sacred, as to allure 
them away from every profanation of it; but that, by some means, 
they be withdrawn from secular employments and amusements, is 
expressly enjoined. If this cannot be accomplished by persuasion, 
it must be done by authority. It must be done in regard not only 
to our sons and daughters, but also our men-servants and maid-ser- 
vants, and even the stranger that is within our gates. The com- 
mand is absolute, and every householder is made responsible for the 
order of his family according to it. 
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To the young let me say, look back on the history of this holy 
day. See our first parents avaking into life to spend the first day of 
their existence as a Sabbath. See them, often as it returned, welcom- 
ing its sacred hours for acts of more exclusive communion with 
their Creator than their circumstances, even in paradisaical inno- 
cence, allowed. See Abraham, Moses, and David, see the Apostles, 
and Christ himself; see the multitude of their pious contemporaries in 
long succession, counting the Sabbath their delight, and the holy of 
the Lord honorable. “ They wentto the house of the Lord with the 
voice of joy and praise. ‘They praised him for his mighty acts, 
They uttered abundantly the memory of his great goodness. They 
esteemed a day in his courts better than a thousand. They longed, 
yea, even fainted for the courts of the Lord. And the Lord God was 
their sun and shield. He gave them grace and glory.” In this 
manner every generation of the worshippers of God on earth, have — 
been prepared to unite with his worshippers in heaven. hither are 
they gone ; and you are coming forward on the stage of human ac. 
tion to succeed them. Will you not be followers of their form? 
Wili you not aspire to a share in their blessedness when your course 
shall have been finished, and to a safe transmission to succeeding ge- 
nerations of the principles which you have inherited ? Look at men 
of the other class. Who and what are they who have no conscience 
in regard to the Sabbath, and no reverence for the sanctuary? Is 
it not in this class that you find all those against whom it is necessa- 
ry, when you come up to the house of God, to lock your doors ? 
and though all are not so abandoned, are they those who give you 
reasonable evidence that they fear God, or that, dying as they live, 
they will be heirs of salvation? Choose you on which side you will 
be found? In the great moral struggle that is going on, take your 
stand early, firmly, decidedly and forever. ‘“ Fear God, and keep 
his commandments, for God shall bring every work into judgment, 
with every secret thing, whether it be good or evil.” 





